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OPERATICNS CF THE 10lst ALRBCRME DIVISICHE
IN THE ATRBOENE INVASICL CF THE NETHERLANDS
17 September - 27 September 1944
(FRHIRELAND CAMPAIGH )

(Fersonal Earticipation - Battalion Executive
of sn Airborne AA/AT Battalion)

INTRODUCTTOR

In September 1944 the Allied Armies whiech hed been making
such rapid progress ﬁfter the breakout at 5t. Lo, were slowly
grinding to & halt =long the whole front fecing Bast against
Germany. Our war machine was bogging down, becoming partial-“
1y immobilized. The capebilities for mounting large scale &s-
saults were becoming more remote as the Armies stretched their
supply lines to the bresking point snd enemy resistance stif-
fened, (1)

Stabilization of our iines wes taking plsce generslly,
from the lst Army's sector in the Aschen area south along the
German border to Netz, Nasncy snd Epinal, 2nd when the Belfort
yocket was reduced, south from Epinsl to the 3wiss frontier,
(See Mep A} Fighting slong this line was chsrscterized by *
stubborn resistance and limited sdvances. (2)

On the northern flank of our position, the British &nd
Army and Csnsdian lst Arwy, after having clesred the coastal
areas of France snd Belglium and invested the ports of Boulogne,
Calais and Dunkirk, had established a firm bridgehead over the
Escaut Cansl at De Groot Bridge on the road to Findhoven., (3)

Thug, while our troops hed begn eninently suecessful in
their operation up to date, snd haﬁ sccomplished the liberstion
of France snd Belgium, the use of bsdly needed ports was denied
them. Calais, Boulogne snd Dunkirk were still in enemy hands.
Antwerp, whieh had fellen to the British XXX Corps on the 4th
of September, was uselese as a port while the enemy still oo~

cupled the Scheldt estuary. (4)

(1) 4-3, p.65; (B) A-3, p.66; (B) A-4, p.217; (4) 4-5, p.69,
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The plan of action evolved 2t thig time was to asttack %o
the northeast. Remsons for choosing this direction were many,
It was the location of the great bulk of the Germsn Army. The
flying bomd sres which wes located here could be overrun, end-
ing the mensce to England snd preventing the enemy from obtain-
ing propaganda value from talk of "new weapons” whieh might play
a decisive role in the outcome of the wer, Ancther factor in
favor of the northesstwsard attack wes the probsable effect it
would have in opening the port of Antwerp, which wes 80 badly
needed 1f the Allied mdvance into Germeny wes to resume ite mo-
mentum. The airfields of Belgium =nd Hollend were also an at-
tractive-prize to be sought. But the most important consider-
ation given to an atteck in this direction was thst the lower
Rhine wes most favorsble s& a=n avenue of advance into the hesrt
of Germany, especinlly during the late summer and early autumn
months, The gamble centered around the enemy's ability to re-
cover from the rapid exploitation which was intended in this
attack. It waa expected thet both the Siegfried Line and the
Rhine River would be crossed, and that strong bridgehesnds
would be esatablished before the enemy would be able to counter
our thrusat with a strong stand at Arnhem., It was at this time
that Field Marshal Kontgomery wag afforded the use of the en-

tire Airborne force. (5)

1t was optimistically hoped that the success of this orer-
ation would prevent the Yest Wall from playing its role -~ that
it might become another fixed positlion with its guns pointed
in the wrong direction. The whole compléxion of the war in
the West might change, as & result. Although the Germsn fron-

tier and Siegiried defenses had been pierced at a number of

(5) A-3, p.62



roints, the strongest INazi positions had yet to be resched 2nd
reduced. Rugged mountsins, impenetrable forests snd the River
Rhine would tend to slow up the Allied sdvance snd take us in-
to a winter csupaign. Inlthe Horth; however, if the Rhine
could be crossed, a more favorshble type of battleground would
be made available, in which the Allies' superiority in armor
could be employed most adventsgeously. The oven, rolling coun-
try of northern Cermany wss most inviting!

Out of this situstion snd these decisions c¢ame the plan
known as Operation Nsrket-Gsrden; o two psrt plan combining an
Alrborne operation (Merket) which woulf supplement and sssist
the Ground effort (Gerden}.

With the exception of the British 2nd Army, all srmies
on the western front were to stop their further sdvence while
gupplies were diverted to the British Z2nd Army end concentra-
ted for =n extreme effort. (6)

Cperatlion Narket, the Airborne operstlon, was designed
to assist the ground effort by the seizure of the bridges over
the Mass, Wasl end the lower Rhine at gzggp, Hijmegen end Arn-
hem, The units involved in this operation were the 82nd Air-
borne Division, the 10lst sirbbrne Division, the British lst
Airborne Uivision and the Polish 1lst Psrachute Brigede, The
cspture of these bridges would ensble the armor snd Infantry
of the British 2nd Army to =2dvence rapidly northwerd from the
generel line of the ilbert end Escaut Cansls, on s front ss
narrow 8s possible. The armor wééffb-cut off retreat of enemy
troops in western Holland, by continuing the sdvance to the
Zuider 4ee.

Cperation Garden had =5 its axis of advesnce, the road

(6} A5, p.71



which ran through Eindhoven, St. Cedenrode, Veghel, Uden, Greve,
Iijmegen, Arnhem and Appeldorn. The British ZIX Corps wss to
spearhead. the sdvance with the VIII and XI1 Corps =dvesneing
more slowly on the flanks.

The following disposition of the Airborne units wss to be
made:; The British 1st Airborne Livision wes to be dropped far-
thest north in the Arnhem srea, the U.S, 82nd \irborne Tivi-
sion in the liijmegen ares esnd the U.S. 1Clst Alrborne Division
in the 3%. Cedenrode sres north of Eindhoven. The lst Tolish
Farschute Brigsde was to reinforce the efforts of the lst Bri-
tigh Airborne Diviesion on Ds2. (7)

Supplies, ammunition ané transport for the Job were esti-
mated to be =deguate if all went well 2nd stubborn opprosition
were not encountered. The destruction of the Cermsn armies
might very well result from the execution of this bold snd
daring plsn, |

Enemy forces in Hollsnd =%t this time were reported to be
withdrawing ocross the Scheldf estusry; but continued %to hold
both bénks. They were aléo reported to be bringing troops a-
round north of the Escsut Cenal to positions in the line fur-
ther esst, They were also meintsining their positions in the
Dutch ports, with the sim of hempering Allied supply efforts
if e2nd when the Allied offensive libersted Follend. These
forces were suppoged to be bedly depleted, having suffered se-
vere casuslties in the Normendy pocket end in the retreat ao-
eross the Seine, 1t was generslly the opinioﬁ thst the troops
in the line of sdvence of the £nd British Army would present

no serious threst to thet advence. (&)

{7} A-3, p.67: (8) A-1Z3, p.l



LIVISION FLAN

Previous to this operation, the 1015tlﬁirborne Division
had been alerted for no less then three Airborne operations,
éll of which hsad besen csncelled when ground forces reached the
objective before the Airborne operstion could take place,

This, however, wee the real thing, and by 11 September,
plans were sufficiently =dvanced to get a more genseral ides of
the pert the 10lst was to play in this operation. On the 15th}%ﬂ
September the elements of the Division which were to land by v
parachute and glider were sesled in their marshslling saress,
where on the 16th of September they were briefed and iscued
smmunition, rations, maps and orders, All were realy for take-
off at daylight on the 17th. (9]

As its mission, the 10lst hnd the tesk of securing the
four highway end railway bridges over the As River snd the Wil-
lems Vasert Cenal at Veghel, seize the highway bridge over the
Dommel River at St. QCedenrode and.the bridge over the Wilhel-
mina Csnal st Zon. In addition to this, it hed the tesk of
seizing Findhoven =nd the bridge in thet city. These objec-
tives were spresd over a rosé distsnce of 15 miles. (10} (See
Map B)

Original plans called for the 1l0lst to drop its anits in
seven drop zones near the bridges =nd other objectives involved.
However, the Division Commender, Major General Maxwell L, Tsylor,
was doubtful concerning the effectiveness of the Tivislon 1if
it were to drop in such a dispersed condition, and after a pro-
test to Genmersel Browning, the British Commander of the Airborne
forces, secured approval for the Division to drop in three con-

centrated sress which were to be used as airheads from which

(9] Personal Inowledge; (10) Personal Lnowledge.
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the objectives in gquestion could be seized. Eindhoven, mdre-
over, became s secondary objective in the time schedule. {11}

It wees decided to employ one parachute regiment in the
Veghel mission, with the remainder of thre Division to land on
the foz;'hetween 3t. Oedenrode and Zon., From this sirhead,
operations could be conducted to the north of 3t. Cedenrode
end also south to Zon and Eindhoven. The D4+l glider echelon
and resupply flilghits were to use this airhead also. L.Zs;w
was 1ts designstion on the operstion maps. (12) (See Map B)

TERRAIN

Some word concerning the terrain on which the 101st would
orerste, is in order at this point. 1In all of the srea, only
the sand dunes of the Wybosch - Ferde area could be g=id to rise
sbove the surrounding terrain. Lerge meadows snd small culti-
veted plots, both lined with rows of poplars, dominated the areas.
Small pstches of woods dotted the lsndscepe. The only forest
which could be classified ss such, extended north of the Wil-
helmins Cansl, between Zon and Best., Many drainsge ditches in
addition to the rivers snd cenals, crisscrossed the szres. The
cenels offered the gre?test obstacles to movement, being about
60 feet wide anﬁ.@;gb deep enouah to drown. in. lNone of the
rivers in the ares were more thon 25 feet across. Tenks would
be rozd-beund, because they could eross the cenals only st the
bridges. When they 4id operete off the roads, they were limi-
ted by edditional water barriers =nd mershy ground, The roséd
itself wes quite sdequeste for militsry needs, being constructed
of zsphelt and brick., 4is related in the Division Eistory,
"There wes nothing wrong with the rosd. It wee the fight to

keep it s a corridor that msde the men cnll it 'Hell's High-

{11) A-6, p.264; (12) Fersonal Knowledge.
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way'". (See Map B)

PEGIMENTAL KISSICES

In sccord, then, with General Teylor's desire for a higha
1y concentrated drop, both the 502nd and 506th Parachute Regi-
ments were dropped in the area northwest of Zon on Drop Zones
B and C regpectively. This some srea wes slso to be used for
glider landings. The 5Clst Parachuté Regiment made o sepsrste
drop in the Veghel area.

The 506th was to seize the bridge over the Wilhelmina
Canel at Zon; from there it was to move on to the éouth, to
take Eindhoven and its highway bridge over the lommel River.

Guarding the L., Z. fell to the lot of the 502nd. It was
also to cspture the bridge at 5t. QOedenrode and be prepared to
assume the defense of Zon, supporting the 506th in ite southern
move to Eindhoven. Another of its tasks wss to use s company
to selze the road snd railrosd bridges st Best, which flesnked
the zone of responsibility. _

The 501st, from its separste 3{53;3 to the north, was to
capture the highway =2nd rallway bridges st Veghel which crossed
the Zuid Willems Vaart Conael =nd the Aa River. (13)

CPERATICHS OF THE DIVISICHN
{See Map C)

The softening up proéess took place on the night of 16-17
September, when the R, A, F. Bomber Command dropped 890 tons
of bombs in the Cperstion Market ares, =nd on the morning of
the 17th, when the Findhoven Airfield received = stunning blow
by six B-17s. (14)

Dep&rting from bases in Englsnd on Sunday, the 17th of
September, 424 C-47 transport planes besring the perachute ech-

elon of the Division, flew the southern route over Belgium so

(13) 4-2, p.2; (14) 4-13, p.2.
| 9



that the minimum smount of time wouléd be spent over enemy-held
territory.

Accompanied by Alr Force fighters which flew the escort
end umbrella cover over the drop zones, while others performed
enti-flak patrol umissions, the sir srmada errived at its des-
tinetion without serious interference until five minutes from
the DJ-Z. when light flak harsassed it. However, all the plones
held their formstion ené the finel run wes made. Between 130C
snd 133C hours, 6,769 men of the Division landed on Duteh soil.
(15)

The 5018t Parschute Infesntry, with two platoons of the
3264h Airborne Engineexr Battslion stteched, utilized two drop
zones in its attasck on Veghel. The regiment, lesz the lst
Bettalion, from its drob zone '4', esdvenced on the town from
the west., MNeeting light opposition, it %ed no difficulty in
acconplishing its mission. So routine wag its smection, that by
1500 hours, 1t hmd succeeded in espturing the four vital
bridges in snd sround Veghel. The lst Bsitalion, however,
which had plenned to drop just north of the rsil bridge over
the Csnal, thereby ensbling it %0 seize the two canel bridges,
setuelly dropped on D, Z. 'A-1', sbout three miles northwest of
that location on the other side of the river. Noreover, this
battalion met with scsttered eneuy resis%ance 28 1t moved south-
eest towsrd the town, snéd 1t was not until 1700 hours that it
reached Verhel, The enemy hsd offered no organized defense of
the town, so thast by dasrk the regiment had set up its defen-
sive positions 2nd was prenared to hold it apesinst =any couna
terattack, HNone of the bridges involved had received any da-

mefe, end in sddition, the engineers sterted a second road

(15) 46, p.268
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bridge across the Willems Vasrt Canel, to provide two-wsy
traffie should it become necessary. (16)

The 508nd Perschute Infantry made its drop on D. ﬁ.—B.
Enemy opposition was non-existent, and by 1500 hours, all its
battelions had completed their assembly and were ready to pro-
ceed on their missions, The lst Battalion, in moving north to
5t. Oedenrocde, encountered determined enemy resistance which
pinned it down temporerily. This wes eventuslly overcome and
the 1lst Batislion moved into‘fown, teking its objective, the
bridge over the Lommel River, intact. A perimeter defense was
egtablished, and the reactions of the enemy were awaited.

The 3rd Bstialion digpstched 'B' Company 1o secure the
highwey bridge st Dest. Criginally; the Division Commsnder
hed decided that a platoon would be sufficient to perform this
rnission, Fowever, the Regimental Commender increased this to
e compesny, at the request of the Zrd Bettelion Commander., As
it turned out, a task force of four battalions with stiached
tanks wos necesssry to accomplish this tesk, sfter three deys
gof hard fishting., This, incidentelly, was s supplementary
%function which wes not inecluded in the mission of the Divi-

;sionl In fact,rwlen tke Division Commander hed discussed it
:with Genersl Dempsey, the latter had evinced no interest at
8ll in the town of Best, since the tridges concerned were not
in the route of XXX Corps. Reslizing the velue of these
bridges s an slternnte route, in the event that the mein roed
wog interdicted, Genersl Teylor believed thet they'were rorth
the effort. (17}
Phe reusinfer of the 50End Perachute Regiment went into

Division reserve nesr the town of Zon, where the Division com-

(16) &4-2, p.1; (17) A-€, p.2B4
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mand post was loested., The rest of the IJrd Bottelion wag dis-
patched to Best at about 1ECO hours, with orders to secure the
bridgze the next morning, vhen reports from 'H' Company indica-
ted that their position wss untenshle,

Drop Zone 'C' was sSsipgned to the 506th Frrachute Infentry
which lsnéed in coumpact groups., Assembly was expedlted by the
excellence of the lsnding, =nd by the fact that enemy resis-
tance was most indifferent. Thus the third parachute unit of
the Division had =2lso achieved tre element of surprise in
landing in hostile territory.

The 1st Bettelion hed the mission of moving directly from
the drop zone to seize the mein bridge over the Wilhelmina
Gansl at Zon. Two other smeller bridges over the Canel were
also to be tsken if =t all possible. In aceordsnce with plans,
as soon as the men sppezred £t the esssembly point, they were
zrouped in units of 15 or 2C and moved out gquickly to the south,
under tre direction ¢f =n cofficer. No time was to be lost in
sccomplishing the mission sssigned to the 506th. When the Zon
bridge had been secured, the other elements of the repiment
were to pass through, moving south on Eincéhoven.

South of Eindhoven, the British XXX Corps wesg to strike
out of it3 bridgehead st the moment the 506t¢h "Hit the Silk",
The 506th would have the door to Eindhoven open for the Guerds'
armor to pass through on its way north.

The 2nd1§attalion, after normel ;eorganization, gterted
down the road toward Zon, followed by Regimental lesdquarters
Coupany and the 3rd Battelion. Zon wes approsched by the 2nd
Bettslion without resistence of any conseguence. On reaching
the outskirts, however, fire from two Germen 88 mm guns was
brought to besr on the lesding elements. A rapid msneuver on

12



the port of the le=d compsny outflenked the gun positions =nd
they were rapidly knocked out, sllowing the Znd Battalion to
advance without too much delsy.

The lat Bettalion, too, had encountered resistsnce from
88 mm guns a8 it approached the Canal; but finally overwhelmed
them snd continued its sdvance. When it wes sbout 150 yards
from its objective, the bridge blew up with e deafening roer,
Seversl men jumped into the Cenal and swam across, while others
found rowboats. These small groups silenced the émall arms
fire which hed been harsssing the 2nd Battalion from positions
in houses mcross the Csnsl. The 506th had the Canal crossing;
but it kad no bridge for the British srmor to cross on., By the
use of expedients, the regiment mede the crossing, and by mid-
night of the 17th, wss in position south of the Canal, hold-
ing & bridgehesd sbout £000 ysrds deep. The advancing British
were msdvised of the situstion a%t Zon, and were requested to
include bridging eguipment in the le=ding elements of their
spearhesnd.

Obvicusly, the plan of taking Eindhoven by 2000 hours on
the 17th, would have to be resdjusted. A night sttack wns con-
gidered; but rejected because of the risk involved, It seemed
40 the Regimental Commsnder, Col, Eobert F. Sink, on the night
of the 17th, that the blown bridge at Zon might seriously ef-
fect the outcome of the complete operation. (18}

But the British had run into exceedingly hesvy oprosition
south of BEindhoven, snd had advanced only half way to thet
city when & halt for the night wans called. Eindhoven, more-
over, wes s secondary objective, snd its taking could wait un-

t1l the next dgy.

(18) Personel Knowledge
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At the end of the dsy the Division could count its Jjob as
having been well done. 411 1ts D-Day objeotives along the rosd
had been secured. %While the blown bridge 2% Zon was asnnoying
end had delayed the cspture of Eindhoven, the overall picture
was favorable, and Cperztion Garden wes not jeopsrdized., True,
the 50&nd was having difficulties at Best; but thet did not saf-
fect the main effort. The axis of advance of XXX Corps was in
the hands of the Division. {(19)

On the 1&6th of September, conditions in the Division ares
were-quite routine except for the fighting at Best and south
of Zon., The 50lst and the 502nd continued in defense of their
regpective towns znd repulsed several light attackse; but it wss
evident that no strenucus sttempt was being made on the part of
the enemy, to recspture Veghel and St. Cedenrode.

#While the fighting at Beet wss severe snd aia require a
larger force then was originslly considered necessary, its ef-
fect on the oversll plan of the Division was not considered de-
cisive. Therefore, we shall not consider it in fhis_monograph;
but ghall concern curselves with thé main effort of the ﬁivi—
gion, namely, to seize and hold within its sresa pf responsibili-
ty, the axis of advence for the British XXX Corps. Cther di.
versionary sctions of the Division will likewise be sliighted in
our attempt to concenirste on the mofe decisive actions,

The 506th Fsrachute Infantry continued its advance on Eind-
hoven as soon as it was light enough to see. The 3rd Battalion,
which wes the lesding element in the advence, eventuslly was
forced to halt about one mile north of the city, by determined
enemy resistance which was concentrated around 88 mm guns #nd

mortars., A wide eanvelopment to the ezst of the city was started

(19} A-2, wb.l
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by the 2nd Bsttslion which in turn detsiled = coupsny to knock
out the resistance which wes holding up the 3rd Bstinlion, ag the
fienking move wes initisted. This compeny wes successful in
destroying the 88s which had prevented the sdvence of the 2rd
Battalion. Keanwhile, the rest of the flanking force contin.
ued into town. By 1200 hours, enemy resistence was elimins-
ted as the two columns joined in the town. Cleéning up as it
moved, the HL6th then mede contsct with the msin British for-
ces south of the city, st 190C hours., ¥hen night fell, the
regiment had the entire city in its control, =2nd strongly de-
fended the bridge which wes the msin objective. (20)

The entire roasd had been opened within the Division see-
tor, and now the tanks were ready to roll, Bridging equipment
brought forwsrd by the British wss put into place ét Zon, &nd
on the morning of the 19th, thirty-six hours hehind scredule,
the Gusrds Armored Division thundered across the bridge =nd
moved on its way to Iljmegen snd Arnhem. The Division was now
confronted with the problem of keeping the corridor open.

The Iivision hsd been functioning up to thls time without
artillery support and with very mesger trensyportstion feecili-
ties. This was now remedied, somevhat, by the srrival of par-
tial glider 1lifts on the 18th =nd 19th of September, which
brought in the 327th Glider Infantry, two Field Artillery Bat-
telions snd an Anti-tank Battslion with & pounder pguns., The
service units of the Division snd vehicles of the parachtute
regiments also srrived. Due, however, to fog =néd sdverse wea-
ther conditions, meny of the gliders which took off from Eng-
land failed to make the L. Z.. The AT Battalion, for exsmple,

could secount for only 47 gliders out of the &1 which had taken

(20) A-6, p.306.
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off, Ten of its twenty-four AT guns were mlgsing, as well as
sevénteen of ite thirty-nine gusrter-ton truecks. All of the
other units to arrive during this period were likewise affected.
(21) |

After a decisive victory at Best, things were relatively

quiet In the Livision srea, O{n the 20th of Sertember, the 501st
wes still in possession of .Veghel, the 5C2nd hed closed intc the

3t. Cedenrode area completely, leaving the 327th to tzke care

of Zon snd the immediste vicinity, while the 5C6th stood guard

over Eindhoven.

A tank - infantry attack on the bridge at Zon was ~ttempted
by the eneny, and internittent fighting took plece in this sres
most of the day.

The lst Battzlion of the 506th 2ssisted elements of the
527th Iafentry in repelling an attack by the 1C7th Fanzer Bri-
gade, eerly in the morning of the 20th. This battslion had
moved north from Eindhoven during the nicght. 7The Znd Bettalion
of the 506th mttacked the enemy resr, riding tsnks of the 15/19
Husesrs, and effectively broke up his attsck, csusing him to
;ithdraw.. At 1200 hours on the 21lst, conteet with the enemy
force was lost. The Bailey Bridge at Zon remsined intszct, and
tke advence of the British forces was not impeded., Io further
attempts were mafe to sever the exis of advance at this point.
(22)

Since it would be excellent strategy on the part of the
German forces to attempt to cut the road nesr the bsse of the
corridor, so thst the British snd Auericans at the north end
could be denlt with more leisurely, the Digision wes prepared

for such attacks in its asres., But gince the streteh of rosd

(21) Personsl Xnowledge; (22) Personsl Knowledge.
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it wes responsible for, extended over at least 16 miles, it was
obviously impossible to guard the road sdequately at sll points,
(23)

On the 22nd of September, the Division rushed the 506th
Infsntry to the town of Uden which had been left wnguarded, Ine
formation.from the Duich Underground indicateq that a German
attack would probsbly tske place in this ares,

The 50lst still occupied Veghel, the 502nd wes in control
of the St. Oedenrode area snd the 327th was 8till in the Zon
L. 4. &res,

At about 1000 hours, the sdvance detachment of the 5C6th
passed through the town of Veghel, riding trucks of every de-
gseription. Thie element of the regiment consisted of the Regl-
mentel Executive Officer, Lt. Col. Cherles Chase, Regimentsl
fSendquarters Comgany and s plstoon from the £nd Bettalion. Joon
after 1t psssed, m determined effort by the enemy from the south-
easf, cut the rosd just north of Veghel, lesving this detach-
ment isolsited in the town of Uden, (24)

The German units identified in this fighting were the 1C7th
Panzer snd the 280+h Asesault Gun Brigedes, orgenized into a com-
bat team. It had been part of the 107th Penzer Brigande which
hed made the unsuccessful =tteck on the Zon bridge. ZEvidently
the enemy had moved from the Zon area to the town of Erp, where
1t had reorgenized for this attack. It wes estimsted thet three
battalions of S5 trcops, supported by thirty to forly tenks snd
artillery, were slso in this atteck. It was obvious that this
wss t0 be o concentrated effort to cut the ell importent sup-
ply line to the north, (25)

At this time General Mciuliffe wes plsced in cowmand of

(£2) A=, p.352; (24} a-2, p.3; (&5) A-&, Pp.4.
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=2ll troops in the ares, in order to organize them for the de-
fense of the town and its four dridges.,

The 2nd RBattalion of the 5018t wes taking the brunt of
the ottack on the Vephel - Erp rosd, when the 2nd Battelion
of the 506th arrived in Veghel on its wey to Uden. It was im-
medintely rushed out the Uden road, to meet the szttack which
was trying to bypacs the resistance offered by the 5018t on
the Erp road. However, the attack kept s8liding sround to the
left flank of the 506th Battalion, and it rspidly becsme evi-
dent that sadditicnal troops would be néeded. These were Oh-
teined from the 327th Infantry which wes enroute to Veghel,
having been ordered to procesd to that town the night before,
in anticipetion of just such an event., The 3rd Battalion of
the 357%h rapidly proceelied northward anéd went into positibn
to the left of the 506th Bsttelion., With the =id of B Battery.
from the Anti-Tenk Battsllon, wkich knockeﬁ.out the lesd KK V
tank of the attacking forces, the attack wes eventually con-
tained and finelly repulsed by dark., The enemy forces were
8till scross the road; but the attack on Veghel from the north
and south had been driven off, {26)

A coordinsted sttack from the west also threatened Veghel
and its bridges at adbout 1400 hours on the same dey. West of
the roed there were masny groups of Germens attempting to reach
the homelsnd either by crossing directly to the esst, or mov-
ing north of Arnhem. Some of these had organized into a sem-
blance of a»fighting outfit and were now moving against Veghel
agtride the Willems Vasrt Cansl, attem?ting to selze the hich-
way bridge southwest of town. This sttzck wes besten off, after

having progressed to within 500 yerds of the bridge, by employ-

(26) A-6, p.356
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ing 8ll asvsileble units which could be spared from the fighting
north snd east of town,

Ancther attack from the north, pointed at the reilrosad
bridge over the River Aa, was likewise halted short of 1its ob-
jective,

The fighting during the dsy had been exceedingly confused.
Units had been committed to sction piecemesnl, as they were a-
vallable snd =8 the need required, It was en improvised de-
fense; but it succeeded even though the eneny artillery had se-
verely punished the town 2nd its enviroams, Continusl prodbing
of the perimeter had tsken plsce; but ss resistance increcsed
in all sectors where the Germens attempted penetrations, their
asszults diminished and finally cessed saltogether by dark,

The task of the Division wes cut out for it on the morn-
ing of the 23rd; - the road to the north hed to be opened. It
was clogged, south of Veghel, with vehicles that had no place
to go. This became the task of the £nd and 2rd Battslions of
the B06th :nfentry. These two battelions set out astride the
road at 1500 hours, sfter s dsy of attack snd counterattack s-
round the town,

The plan cslled for s British srmored brigsde to move
south from Kijmegen, advance on Veghel from Uden simultaneous-
1y with the sdvance of the 506th elements, and clesr the ro=d
for resumption of traffic, That done, the srmored brigesde was
to strike sherply to the south and cut off the route of escape
for the enemy, at Erp. (27)

The first pert of the plen worked extremely well, for the
506th Battelion, after advancing about 2000 yards sgainst in-

different resistsnce, made contect with the Grensdier Gusrds,

(27} A-2, p.4
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Eowever, the srmored units 4id not cerry ocut their part of
the plan briskly enough, snd the opportunity to destroy these
Germen forces which had been harassing the DLivision for the
past several days, was lost as darkness intervened snd contact
was broken. (28)

Juring the day, the last glider serial had srrived in the
aon aré&, bringing snother field srtillery batialion snd rem-
nants of the 227th Glider Infantry.

The seaborne echelon of the Division also arrived on the
22nd snd 23rd of September, This consisted chiefly of motor
vehicles and three batteries of 5C cal., anti-sireraft guns from
the AA/AT Battalion. The consolidation of the Division wes
now completed, and permitted normsl sttrchments ond combat team
organization after six days of improviestion and expedients.

On the 24th, after s detailed reconnsisssance of the sres,
it was determined that the countryside sround Veghel wss clesr
of enemy. Appsrently he hed made good his withdrawal tc¢ the
southesst,

The disposition of the Division was ag follows:

a} The 5C6tk Infantry, with the 321st F.A. and "B
Battery of the Lnti-Toank Battalion was dispstched
to Uden to assume the defense of that area.

b) The 502nd Infantry was responsible for the St.
Cedenrode =rea, with the 277th F.4., Battalion in
direet support, and Battery 'C' of the Anti-Tank
Battalion attached.

¢) The Division Commend Post was at Veghel, =2nd the
Division service area remsined bsck in the landing

ares at Zon.,
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At sbout 1000 hours the enemy plans for the dsy were di-
vulged by & series of probing attescke directed sgainst the H0lst
positions, as his forces moved from Schijndel to Xoevering,
seeking the gap betwsen the 50lat znd the 50Znd to the south,

Two companies of the 502nd moved out of 3t. Qedenrode north
to Xoevering, in order to intercept this force which was esti-
nated to be sbout forty infantrymen supported by two tanks.

When the two compsnies arrived in Koevering, the enemy force
was almost there, Unable to prevent the force from cutting the
road northwest of the town, Jjust before dark these two com-
penies set up a defense of Koevering, During the night, enemy
forces, later identified sg elements of the lst and 6th Pars-
chute Regimente and the Hermenn Goering Regiment, built up their
strength in this gep between the 50lst =nd 502nd. Tanks, self-
propelled arfillery and infantry widened the salient which was
covered with fire from the 907th =and 377th F.A., Betielions, By
morning, however, the enemy force was sstride the road in
strength, and communication north of Koevering was severed. {29)

Turing the night, the 506th Combat Teasm wss ordered to re-
turn to Veghel from the Uden eres in order to atitack to the
south and clesr the rosd.

At about 0915, the S06th, with & squadron of the 44th Royal
Tenk Regiment in support, moved into attsck against the selient,
with the 3rd Bettolion to the left of the road and the lst 3Bat-
talion to the right. The Z2nd Battelion wes in reserve,

After progressing quité rapidly for sbout 2000 yerds, the
attack lost its momentum in the face of punisghing artillery fire
and fire from dug-in tanks. 4 continuation of the =ttack to the

front was impossible, so the 2nd Battalion wes ordered to make

{(£9) Fersonsl Xnowledge
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8 wide envelopment to the east of the road, supported by the
Hoyal Tank 3Squadron,

The British BCth Division, supported by strong ermored
forces, wag 2lso moving up from the south in & sweep to the
right of the road.

These two forces made contaset at about 2000 hours, snd
gucceeded in containing the enemy salient, redunecing it to just
s smsll ares south of the rosd, when the sttack hslted for the
night.

The 506th continued the sttack at firat 1ight in the morn-
ing of the 26th, 2nd hod cleared the rosd of enemy by 0900,
making contsct with the 501lst Infsntry on the right,

The British forces continued to sttrck to the north, =nd
as they advanced, the 506th Infantry was eventually pinched
out of the thrust.

Thaet afternoon the 506th returned to the Uden nmrea, while
the remsinder of the Division maintsined its position slong the
highway. (30}

The rosd which had been cut for 36 hours, hesring no traf-
fic at all on the 25th of September, was once more open 1o the
troops, armor snd supplies moving to the north. |

This msrked the last attempt on the psrt of the enemy to
choke off this vital comrunications route, and the Livision wes
thereafter able to settle down to 2 more routine type of werfare

until it wes moved north to the Arnhem eres. {31)

(30) Personal Xnowlelge; (Z1) Personel Knowledge,
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ﬁHELXSIS AE3 GEITICI3M

The aspects of this operation which warrant consideration
are concerned chiefly with the results derived from Operation
Karket - Garden iteelf, sinece the Division's asctlons were 80
intimately & pert ¢f this lerger plan,

Field Marshal Montgomery, in his book, "Normandy to the
Bsltic™, has declared that the Operation Market - Gerden was
90% sucoessful. Even though it failed to achieve the desired
results, 1t left the Allies in possession of crossings over
four major water odbatacles,

However, 1t seems to this writer, that these cbjectives
lost their importance when the vital crossing over the Neder
Khine was not secured.

The surprise and shock action gained by the use of Air-
borne troops was not exploited sgressively enough. An opers-
tion of thls kind should not be attempted without the =sssurance

thet the full weight of the conventional forces would be exer-
ted in developing and consolidating the initiel triumphs of
the Airborne unitsa,

It is &ﬁmitte& thet this overstion did provide the Allles
with some mdvanteges in thet it ensbled the Scheldt estuary to
be clesred more rapidly than it otherwise would have been., It
2180 libersted & lerge part of Follsnd whieh was te play such
en important pert in the sttack seross the Rhine the following
¥srch. |

Examining the sctions of the 10lst Airborne Divieion, it
is apparent that only the tremendous flexidility of an Alirborne
division ensbled it to perform =8 drilliantly =s it did. Since
this chsracteristic flexibility is derived from the nature of
its initisl employment, the requirements of the situation pre-
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sented no insurmountsble obstscles, Battalions moved about

within the Division srea just as s Company Commsnder would em-

.ploy hie plstoons. At times the defense had sn sir of expe-
}dieney about it, &8 reserves were rushed +to contain & threast
and s new reserve was constituted from other sources not imme-

.ﬁﬁiately threstencd, When three battslions sre on line snd each

ig from a different regiment, 8 they were in the defense of
Veghel on 22 September, I belisve the matter of flexidility of
commend snd flexibility of plan sre readily demonstrated.

Another fasctor effecting the speed with which the Idvision
secured its objective, wes the proximity of the drop zones to
the objectives. It is very desiradble to have the drop zone =g
close as 1t is physlicelly possible, s that units do not have
to Fight thelir way over long stretches of terrsin in order %o
secure these objectives.

In seizing the bridge st Zon, it is poassidle that a8 plan
providing for a drop on both sides of the bridge msy have been
more effective, since it would heve prevented the defending
force from presentihﬁ g strong front in sny oreée direction.

The leck of srtillery supvort seriously hempered the Di-
visior during the first few dsys. It is very probsble thst if

ertillery h=d been sveilsbtle on D-Dsy, the resistence at Best

would not have required the employment of so much strength

which could hsve heen utilized elsewherse snﬁ more profitesbly.
Artillery support for the 5C6th, in its advence on Eindhoven,
would 2180 hsve enebled it to accomplish that miesion more rapid-
1y. 2

Mhe ssme ressoning spplies to snti-tank pun®., Their need
wae aptly drematized on 19 September when they were rusted to

the Zon bridge immedistely efter landing on L.4.-W, snd very
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effectively broke up s tank threst ageinst that bridgehesd,

The lack of both artillery and anti-tank weapons in the
initisl 1ift wes due to the fact that only & certain number
of aircrsft were sssigned to the Division, and it was & come
mend decision to omit these units'in favor of inereassed num-
bers of parzchute personnel,

Another factor which contributed to the success of the
Division waes the decision to maske this 2 daylight drop. This
wae instrumental in achieving compact snd sccurste drop pat-
terns on the whole, The Division was s2lso sble to enter the
operation with the minimum of prepasretion, wheress a full dress
rehearsal would probabiy have been required if it had been a
night drop such'as the one in liormandy. Daylight drops sim-
plify the problems confronting the Air Force in msrshalling,
and the Airborne in assembly, However, it is apparent thet we
must possess alr superiority in order to carry out this type
of drop without haragsment.

From the enemy stendpoint, it would appear thet s deter-
mined anti.airborne defense would have had excellent chances
for success in the early stsges of the operation. This was es-
vecizlly true since the schedule of the ground troops designs-
ted to mske contact with the Airborne, was so badly disrupted
in the first two dsys. It 1s quite probsble that this opera-
tion would heve been & dismal feilure if it had been deslt with
with more dsring and boldness on the part of the enemy. He com-
mitted his forces in piecemeal feshion =nd in most cases in
limited attacks, So that the Division was able to confrqnt his

efforts with superior counter-efforts.

25



LESSOND
Some of the lesaons which were derived from s study of
this operaticn are:
L. Anti-tank snd artillery wespons s should be in the
1nitial lii;ﬂgéﬁghwéirborne 0peration and aircraft should be
made available for t is purpose.

2. Baylight drops enable an Airborne Bivision to oper-

e A RS e e i 7 e

ate more efficiently, on 1anﬂing. ”hey are esgecially effec~
Mtiva when ‘the enemy 18 on the run and we possess =mir superior-
ity.

S Flexibility of command and flexibility of plan are

ini e R e

necessary elements if sn Airborne operation is to suoceed.
7“WMA74.'“I Brop Zones of Airborne units must be es close to

intended objectives ng it is possible to get without digpersing

the units over too much terrain.

5. Adirborne units should not be used unless they can

[ata T IR R

be supported adeqnately by Air nnd Ground forces.

P

B4 Ehen 1en Alrborne troops sre. ggg@amjggmgrg; nature of
QG:;* the operstion lis an agrassive one; therefore this agressive
! : N MMU LA T 1R i w4 RNty T e, -

guelity should be developed by any gronnd foreces which are
operasting with the Alrborne troops, and sn sll-out offensive
which will 3definitely sccomplish the misegion, must be main-
tained. |

7 Anti-airhorne deiensa should provide for = rapid

R

commitment of the strongest possibla forece in = determined

counterattack designed to annihilate and destroy the gttack-

A v e g

R e

ing foree before it is able to assemble snd consolldate its

gains.
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